Neuroleptic therapy. How much do nurses know?
1. Nursing home nurses play an integral and crucial role in neuroleptic therapeutic regimens as they are responsible for administering medications and monitoring for potential side effects. 2. The geriatric population residing in nursing homes is particularly vulnerable to side effects associated with neuroleptics for a variety of reasons including decreased drug distribution/metabolism/excretion, concomitant polypharmacy, and increased prevalence of tardive dyskinesia. 3. Nursing home nurses need to be better informed regarding neuroleptic use; education should be specifically targeted to include changes in pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics associated with aging, drug-drug interactions, and ongoing evaluation of side effects. 4. There is a pressing need to continue to examine the judicious use of neuroleptics in nursing home residents.